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What is RCS?

• The Reusable Component Services:

– A registry of IT services, components, tools, 

solutions and other assets

– A metadata catalog

• Each record contains metadata about an asset

– E.g., Name, description, contact

• Capability to act as repository

– E.g., data models or code

– A flexible tool that is highly extensible

• New assets and metadata fields can easily be 

added
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Purpose of RCS

• Enable discovery and access of IT assets

– Centralizes in one place a variety of IT assets 

created across silos and organizations

– IT asset records can be made publicly visible or 

restricted to authorized users

• Improve management of IT assets

– First step in management is to know what you have

• Serve as the “hub” registry

– Acts as registry of record for certain IT assets

– Harvests IT asset records from other registries

– Identifies how assets are associated to one 

another
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What is registered in RCS?

• RCS presently catalogs the following IT assets:

• XML Schema 

• Exchange Network Services (from ENDS)

• Nodes (from ENDS) 

• REST Web services

• SOAP Web services 

• Systems (from EPA’s system inventory)

• Software Tools 

• Code libraries 

• Widgets

• Examples of future IT asset types include:

• Data Sets (from dataset registry)

• Data Models

• Data Dictionaries (from data dictionary registry)
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Benefits of RCS

• Enables discovery of IT assets

• Promotes knowledge transfer about IT assets

– One organization interested in developing an IT asset can 
identify other organizations that have developed similar 
assets

• Sharing lessons learned

• Supports reuse or partnering on asset development

• Adds meaning and value by showing relationships among 
the assets and classifying the assets with taxonomies or 
classification schemes

• Can help organizations manage their assets

– Organizations “own” their records

• EPA program, State, or Tribe can catalog its IT assets in RCS

• Promotes management of assets is through stewardship

– Stewards update their records through login and password
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RCS Demonstration Screenshots
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Outreach on RCS

• EPA/OEI is conducting outreach to EPA program 

offices and other partners on RCS

– Meeting with the owners of all significant systems

– New EPA staff is tasked with leading outreach

– EPA/OEI will register assets

• Then transfer ownership to asset owners

• EPA would like to learn from State and Tribal 

agencies how to conduct outreach on RCS and to 

provide RCS demonstrations

www.epa.gov/rcs
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Requesting a User ID and Password

www.epa.gov/rcs
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www.epa.gov/rcs
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Next Steps

• Harvest records from EPA’s data set registry and 

from EPA’s data dictionary registry

• Create associations with other assets already 

registered in RCS

• Continue outreach to EPA program offices and 

partners to identify new assets

• Work with EPA program offices and partners to 

improve metadata for existing records

• Develop RCS widgets to enable users to create 

linkages from their websites to RCS
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Improving the User Interface
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