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Network Technology Group Call Summary

October 15, 2009
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*NTG co-chair
Agenda

· EPA Data Publishing
· New EDRC Opportunity

· Updates
· Node Test Tool

· Schema Conformance Reviews

· ENDS 2.0
· FY2010 Draft Meeting Schedule
· December 3, 2009 Open Call
EPA Data Publishing
Lee Kyle provided an overview of EPA’s recent data publishing activities. Currently, EPA is working on publishing from the EnviroFacts warehouse (http://www.epa.gov/enviro/). Data from FRS, RCRA, TRI, and SDWIS can be accessed by Exchange Network nodes from EnviroFacts.  EPA asked NTG members what their data needs are in order to help set priorities.
NTG members had the following suggestions and questions:
· People are starving for enforcement and compliance info.  Can EPA make it easier for people to get to?

· It would be helpful if there was standardized error reporting that got translated from a program node to the CDX node.

· Oftentimes, states have sent in their FRS data correctly, but FRS will make auto-corrections that are incorrect and detrimental. This continues to happen monthly even though the issues are communicated from the state to EPA.
· Lee is working on a project with Tom Giffen to open up the best practice in FRS and check priorities and would be interested in discussing this further on a future NTG call.

· Tom Aten suggested that as we move toward having information systems more integrally linked, there should be procedures in place to allow for both parties to recognize where a customer or staff has improved a piece of data.

NTG members expressed that this is a ripe opportunity to knock down silos and that the public is interested in knowing what the cumulative pollution is in a particular area and what facilities exist in a particular area.
EPA representatives will come back to a future NTG meeting to further discuss issues and opportunities around EPA data publishing.

Action Items: 
· Shawna will coordinate follow-up with Lee Kyle.
New EDRC Opportunity

Bill Rensmith kicked off a brief discussion on what node version(s) should be supported by an exchange. Currently, the Exchange Design Rules and Conventions do not include much information that addresses what version of a node endpoint SHOULD or MUST be supported by a flow.  Questions are coming in and the following questions need to be considered:

· Should all new flows be required to support Node 2.0?
· Under what conditions should there be backwards support for 1.1?

· If a flow is supporting 2.0 or 1.1 or both, should there be any requirements in the FCD to document that?

The NTG has discussed these questions in the past expressed that new flows should be released in the new versions, so the Network can move away from1.1 altogether. Bill requested that the NTG talk about this further on a future open call. He will draft up an addendum with minor changes to EDRC 1.0 and will send it around to the NTG for review.
Action Items: 
· Bill will make minor revisions to EDRC 1.0 regarding what node version(s) should be supported and distribute for NTG review.
Updates

· Node Test Tool: When Node 2.0 was finalized, an online test tool was developed for users to test whether their node implementations complied with the basics of the Node 2.0 specification. Most of the big vendors have been using this tool. Recently, Wisconsin ran into some significant issues when implementing the node test tool. Tom, Dennis B., Bill, and Glen volunteered to work with Kurt to go through the node test tool FCD to decide whether the right tests are being run.

· Schema Conformance Reviews: 
· There are currently no new schema conformance reports in line for review.  
· The NTG recently reviewed the EIS FCD and suggested that EIS clarify how the processing works. No response has been received. 

· Dwane reported that RCRA expects to submit RCRA v5 to the NTG for review by the end of October. He noted that the GeoRSS GML constructs were implemented in the schema and requested special review of this to ensure that it makes sense.
· ENDS 2.0: Yunhao is working on revising the ENDS FCD to align the services list with what is in ENDS and has a couple questions for Mitch. Shawna will help coordinate a call. CDX will begin testing state node endpoints in ENDS. The next step is for a node vendor to run the test of the ENDS services list Mitch put together. 

· FY2010 Draft Meeting Schedule: The NTG will meet every three weeks in FY2010.  Open calls will generally start at 2 pm Eastern in order to accommodate the westernmost states.
Action Items: 
· Node Test Tool group will meet to discuss whether the FCD calls for the correct tests.
December 3, 2009 Open Call
The NTG briefly discussed open call topic ideas for the next open call.  The next open call will primarily focus on state/tribal implementation experiences with OpenNode2 and presentations will be from state and tribal representatives.
Action Items: 

· Ross & Associates will clarify the open call focus and goals and follow up with specific members of the NTG for help organizing this call. 
Upcoming Calls and Meetings
· The next NTG call is November 5, 2009 from 11 am – 12:30 pm Eastern
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