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Network Technology Group Call Summary

September 17, 2009
Call Participants

	Tom Aten
	WI DNR
	Shawna McGarry
	Ross & Associates

	Dennis Burling
	NE DEQ
	Edward Mixon
	EPA OEI

	Glen Carr*
	OR DEQ
	Bill Rensmith 
	Windsor Solutions

	Chris Clark
	EPA OEI
	Maryane Tremaine
	EPA Region 7

	Connie Dwyer*
	EPA OEI
	Dwane Young
	EPA RCRA

	Phani Eturu
	VA DEQ
	Mitch West
	EN Coordinator

	Chuck Freeman
	EPA OEI
	Rob Willis
	Ross & Associates

	Tony Hartrich
	Quinault Indian Tribe
	Yunhao Zhang
	CDX


*NTG co-chair
Agenda

· Updates
· Schema Conformance Reviews

· Certificate Management

· ENDS 2.0
· EDRC Status

· NTG Future Directions Discussion
· EN Open Call
Updates

· Schema Conformance Reviews: WQX is working on a minor version update (WQX 2.1) to make the data elements less restrictive by expanding field lengths. Prior to the August 20 NTG call, WQX asked Dwane to get NTG input on whether this change necessitated a minor version update. A small group of NTG members met to discuss the issue and decided that this change would require a minor version update, because outbound services could break a flow at the state level. The NTG decided to give WQX 6-7 months to complete the minor version update for outbound services.  Dwane has followed up with WQX, but asked that another NTG member follow up to reiterate the challenge around outbound services. Tom Aten will make the follow-up call to WQX.
· Certificate Management: It is still unclear how many States were affected by the recent certificate updates at CDX.  Wisconsin had problems because they use WebSphere 6.1 and have to manually accept certificates higher than level 3. NTG members suggested that this would be a good topic to bring up on the Open Call.

· ENDS 2.0: 
· Mitch recently completed the list of ENDS services to test and realized that there is still work to be done on the ENDS FCD as there are 8 services in the services table and only 4 of them are implemented. CDX and Mitch need to meet to figure out how to complete the ENDS FCD.
· Regarding the need to define how “standard” services may be identified on ENDS (e.g. Node Zero), Chris Clark noted that CDX has developed a set of services in ENDS that are copyable forward.  These services are at the top of the screen, so users can find them easily.
· Chris Clark also confirmed that the CGI node will self-describe in ENDS.

· EDRC Status: Bill did not receive any feedback on the EDRC documents that were sent out by EN alert for a one-week review.  Thus, EDRC 1.0 and DRC 2.0 are ready to be moved forward as policy guidance on the EN website.  Bill suggested that a section of the website be set aside for items that are superseded.
Action Items: 
· Tom Aten will call WQX to discuss the importance of a minor version update for expanded data element field lengths
· R&A will schedule a call with CDX and Mitch on the ENDS FCD

· R&A will share EDRCs with NOB for policy approval
· Kurt will post EDRCs on EN website, and think about where to store the superseded guidance
NTG Future Directions
Rob shared the NTG co-chairs’ priorities for FY2010, which included keeping the NTG core services as the primary focus, and putting additional energy into:

· Developing broader communication opportunities;
· Helping make EN tools easier to use; and
· Thinking about how to keep up with technology
The co-chairs also reiterated the importance of continuing to make better connections with the NPRG.  

NTG members shared their ideas on how to improve the core services and implement the additional focus area goals. Suggestions by area included the following.
How can the NTG improve its core services?
· Add data discovery as a core service  
· Think about how to be proactive in flow development (early to mid-engagement)
· Proactive brokering of flow design support

· Flow Help Desk

· Business area expert contact on EN Website
How can the EN can provide better, relevant communication & increased participation opportunities?
· Provide more frequent and relevant Open Calls

· Identify what folks are interested in talking/hearing about

· Communicate about other things (non-NTG)

· Ideas on types of ‘open calls”:

· NTG traditional (i.e., ENDS)

· Open Calls about what ENLC/NOB are doing

· Open Calls regarding topics the community wants to hear about

· Open Calls on things other people might want to know about 

· Communicating changes (Did you know calls?)

· Have some calls be about the programs

· Post links to announcements about open program calls on EN website
How can the NTG help make EN tools easier to use?
· Figure out where the tools are and what the NTG can do to make them more available and applicable
· One opportunity is Lico’s Reusable Component Service (RCS) tool
· Another suggestion was to adopt an Open Source organization model for software contribution on the EN. This would involve a software repository and administrative component. Good models for this are Apache and Mozilla.

· Have more of a team approach for tool propagation 

· Types of Tools:

· Sharing the products that come out of Grants (Challenge)

· Open Node Products

· Pro Bono EN Tools

How can the NTG keep up with technology?
· Currently the NTG has Yunhao and Bill as resources. Further resources would require more money which could be hard to find.

· Rob asked if the NTG should draft a whitepaper on emerging technologies annually. One NTG member noted that we’re already doing this to some extent and did not think this area needed to be explicitly managed.
Action Items: 

· Connie will ask Lico to write-up a status report on where things are at with RCS
· R&A will meet with Mitch to discuss the NTG’s suggestions and define which ones are doable and which ones need ENLC input

Open Calls

The NTG discussed a draft agenda for an October Open Call. Member suggested adding time on the call to hear from the user community on what topics are important to them for future open calls.
Upcoming Calls and Meetings
· The next NTG call is October 22, 2009 from 11 am – 12:30 pm Eastern
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