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Network Technology Group Call Summary

May 20, 2010
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Agenda

1. Updates (25 minutes)

· Schema Conformance Reviews

· No new conformance reviews

· Minor update to RCRAinfo Schema – new conformance package not required.

· V 2.1 of WQX coming down the pipe

· CSV format – because their customers current expect that format. 

· EN Tool Inventory / RCS Interface

· List of EN Tools and services

· Contractor configuring their version

· RCS Demo/Training (Lico)

· All members will get access as soon as it is in operation 

· What is the best way to roll it out

· Could have demo/training session

· Sent a list to the NTG – see what they think of the metadata

· Please provide feedback – can send it out again and a beginning taxonomy to get some feedback

· See what governance the NTG can provide

· Communicate principles of governance – who is responsible for the metadata in the RCS

· Added rolling action items – next call spend some time looking at the tool – will also provide feedback on the tool interface and the governance support for it

· Steward, setting up policies etc

· Lico send Rob an email 


· OEI Symposium 

· Mitch

· Had an EN track

· Came up in many sessions even when not a specific EN track

· Came up in context  of WS – lot more understanding of WS

· Need to package it for programmers who understand WS

· Major theme was transparency and governance – lot of visibility on how the EN dovetails with the Open Gov

· Demos gave poepl an idea of the diff wys in which data could be tied together

· Connie

· Time was limited

· Theme around Open Gov and Transparence

· Spotlight on TRI – toxics and chemicals

· Good presentation on issues

· Good presentation on WEEKs – Canada and Mexico participating

· Movement towards a service based approach

· Admin Flow IPT

· Got final approval for starting it

· Will convene soon

· First call to visit scope and action items

· Will try to get it wrapped up in the next couple of weeks

· Admin Flow

· Attempt to get flows standardized – define a process to define the methods for getting status across flows which are standardized

· Many of those statuses are built into Node 2 but no guidance on how to use them

· May be a flow but more on how to get flows

· E.g. how to get error processing reports – if there was standard set of services you can call 

· YZ: Good idea – each flow has own way to track transactions and log errors

· Hard to track submissions received and failed

· At CDX started unified transaction tracking services – have had good success – within CDX can view different statuses and steps and what actions have been taken

· Good way to boost the quality of the services

· Can have central mgmt view of what is happening on the EN

· There are a lot of steps but a black box

· Things happen in the middle which users are not aware off

· Lots of flows on auto pilot – need to define who does what

· Functionality is in Node 2.0 – need to figure out how much is new and how much is already in the Node 2.0 spec

· Bill – best practices for flow design and true admin flow – way for the node to offer services to get full transaction history

· Enable folks to integrate basic transaction tracking in their internal tracking – they could have a dashboard to see the status of their transactions

· Ask participants in Admin Flow IPT to come to the first call with ideas or mark up the scope

· Data Publishing Mini-IPTs

· Explicit strategy to get ways to publish data in each of the major data areas

2. EN National Meeting Debrief (15 minutes)

· Glen: Pace of meeting went well – time for networking

· Kurt: number of new people there (100 first time attendees) and new presentations – good level of participation – good quality of the discussions. Keep getting bigger – makes it tougher to have engaging discussion – going to continue to be a challenge

· LOE session went well

· Rob: Q about size – something we need to worry about?

· Always will have plenary sessions – take some courtesy questions – balance was good less plenaries than break outs

· Have 4 breakouts rather than 3 – 

· Try to find rooms that are flexible – will have to expect that some sessions will be fuller

3. Review Final Draft Conformance Review Process (15 minutes)

· Review changes

· Changed drawing – only diff in Step 6 changed Dev chooses to dev makes changes

· Don’t want to leave off that a flow could be rejected exception for insurmountable issues

· Change in the Appendix 

· Ready to go out – don’t have to necessarily go back to NOB

· Post it on EN website and send it out to the subset of the dev list

· Something are beyond just guidance – might need some NOB input – can probably send it to the NOB offline or put it up at the NOB meeting – make clear that its not a  new document

· Post on website and send out a Network Alert

4. Review and Discuss NTG 2010 Focus Areas and Rolling Action List (25 minutes)

Key topics include, but are not limited to: 

· Publishing

· NOB going to be talking about a publishing interface – common interface for a data areas

· NTG would be responsible for managing the work but not documenting the data pub services

· Different levels of effort

· Mitch: level of complexity relates to existing design – e.g AQS – optimized for national system flows – other end RCRAinfo – for updating RCRA may not make sense for publishing

· EN Tools

· Shawna will distribute ppt that was presented in Chicago

· NTG can help shape these tools

· Glen Any EN tools from mini ipt – on publishing – connection to ENDS, RCS, Publishing

· Something that would take a flow and parse the data so other states could use that tool by pointing to a node

· E.g with PNW WQX outbound services – could make it easier for fisheries to integrate with it

· Demonstrated ability to publish (spreadsheet?)

· Make the download spreadsheet part of a REST interface – Aspirational Tools

· Flow Development

· Admin Flow IPT

· Ongoing work – mostly complete

· Further consolidation of flow guidance

· Geo

· Large community – continue to have quarterly calls

· Outreach to more traditional GIS communities

· Pick one are and work on candidates

· Leverage some of the OSS EN projects

· Mentoring and Outreach

· Becoming important

· Open Calls – process

· Broader Communication/Education

· Technical Guidance

·  Supporting a REST interface

· Proxy approach – NTG shold talk about if there a way to do this that can meet both objectives

· Functionality that Chris demoed – if people get a Node up they don’t have to necessarily do REST as well

· Gen dev community is not going to take the time to learn Node specs and calls

· YZ: Moving forward with REST will simplify things

· No issues with data submission 

· REST useful for data publishing queries

· There is a way to format the EN protocol into URLs and standardize it

· Need a briefing from someone that uses it. 

· Should be on the Best Practices side so we don’t get side tracked.

5. June 17 Open Call (10 minutes)

· Topic: Practical Advice on the National System Flows

· NTG volunteers?

· Great idea – make all the little tweaks widely available 

· Phani Volunteers

· Nerds with a mission

Mitch – 43 – 48 states

Linda Travers retiring in July

Upcoming Calls and Meetings

· The next NTG call is scheduled for June 3, 2010 from 11:00 am – 12:30 pm Eastern

· The next NTG-NPRG Open Call is scheduled for June 17, 2010 from 2:00 – 3:30 pm Eastern
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