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Topic:  Shared Schema Component Usage
Summary of Decision:  
The Shared Schema Components (SSC) are an important tool for promoting Exchange Network consistency and interoperability. SSC incorporate approved data standards – the Exchange Network’s fundamental vocabulary – and streamline schema development by organizing related data elements common to multiple data exchanges.  Use of SSC leads to more stable schema and improved data quality over time.    
Consequently, developers must use SSC in schema when they are an appropriate fit for the targeted business process.  Neither conformance to the data model of an underlying system nor the presence of unneeded individual XML tags are sufficient reasons to reject SCC usage.  Alternatively, the use of SSC could be rejected when the basic component or data element definitions do not fit the business process’ context.  
All developers must document the reasons for both their use and rejection of SSC in the schema conformance report.  Development of schema conformance reports is required for schema review and posting on the Exchange Network registry.  The Network managers also use the schema conformance report reviews as an opportunity to provide developers and other potential users with feedback on the submitted schema, especially related to those aspects of the schema that do not follow current Exchange Network schema guidelines.  
This policy applies to schemas that are in the design to early development stage.  Schemas that are currently either near completion or already developed should be modified to accommodate this policy at their next revision.  Schema developers are encouraged to apply this policy to schemas that are currently in the development phase in order to reduce the number of modifications that must be made at the next revision.
	Affected Parties
	Expectations of Affected Parties

	Schema developers
	· Review and incorporate applicable SSC into all schemas.  
· Document either the use or rejection of SSC not used, including the appropriate rationale, in the schema conformance report.


Relevant Documents (eg. guidance documents, décision memoranda, etc.):
The Exchange Network’s Design Rules and Conventions, Core Reference Model and related documents will be updated to reflect this policy.

Point of Contact:
Mike Beaulac, Michigan DEQ
beaulacm@michigan.gov 
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