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Welcome and Agenda Review
Kong Chiu (EPA Co-Chair), Andy Putnam (State Co-chair), and Rob Willis (Facilitator) welcomed IPT members and reviewed the agenda.  The purpose of the call was to review and receive any remaining comments on the final draft Flow Configuration Document (FCD) and Data Exchange Template (DET) for GHG Data Exchange I; and to receive updates on the process for defining the public data access services, the status of amendments to the GHG reporting rule, and the use of eGGRT for 2012 reporting.

Data Exchange I: Flow Configuration Document and Data Exchange Template
Kevin Jeffery (Windsor) provided an overview of the changes made to the GHG FCD version 1.0, in response to comments received on the November 2 GHG IPT call.  Updates included:
· A footnote was added to the “Get Facility List” service noting that the system will support both FRS and GHG identifiers, and that subsequent future releases may also support EIS identifiers.

· The “addition of a new facility” was added to the list of criteria that will modify the change date being recorded in eGGRT.
· The “change date” parameter was added to the “Get facility with Reports” service and a footnote was added that subsequent future versions of these data services will also likely include some kind of query costing support, since this has the potential to return significant volumes of data.
· The “Get Facilities with Reports” service was amended to allow all documents associated with a given transaction identifier to be returned, ignoring all other parameters.  
· The description of the format of the XML document that will be returned by the “Get Facilities with Reports” service has been edited to be more general, given the likelihood that the returned report will include information beyond that which is submitted by the facility.  The specific format of the returned XML document will need to be defined once the services are developed, and this format will either be included in the schema user guide that accompanies the FCD, or as an addendum to the FCD.
Kevin also provided and overview of the GHG DET version 1.0.   The DET lists the GHG-specific data elements that will be returned as part of the “Get Facility List” service.  Other non-GHG-specific data elements such as the facility name and address will also be included in the final version of the DET, and will be drawn primarily from the Facility ID 3.0 schema.  The data element structure is fairly simple, and includes the date the facility registered, whether or not the facility claims data is CBI (whether CBI is claimed at the facility level  or report level is still to be determined), the reporting year, whether or not the facility was required to report, and high-level summary of the facility emissions data.  Windsor is working with the Substance Registry System (SRS) to ensure the identifiers used in the GHG schema are consistent with SRS.  
Participants discussed which emissions parameters and units should be used in summarizing the facility emissions data.  The standard reporting unit in eGGRT for managing CO2e is metric tons, but there may be exceptions based on supply categories, and actual emissions reported may include multiple parameters depending on the subpart reported.  The IPT decided to use an approach similar to that taken by the Consolidated Emissions Reporting Schema (CERS), in which values for both actual reported emissions and the CO2e conversion emissions are each reported.  
Action Items

· Windsor will update and finalize the FCD and DET based on the discussion, add the Facility ID 3.0 elements to the DET, and provide the final versions to Rob Willis for distribution to the IPT the week of December 6.
Public Services and GHG Data Publication
Brian Cook (EPA OAP) gave an overview of plans by EPA’s GHG Program to make the data collected in eGGRT accessible by the public.  Data will be received in eGGRT by March 31.  EPA will then review and analyze the data, and facilities will have 45 days to correct any errors.  EPA’s goal is to launch a data publication tool that will allow the general public to access the non-CBI dataset by mid-June 2011.  The data will be published on a stand-alone website that will likely include mapping, search and query features, and support aggregation of the data at national, zip, facility and industry levels.  The public will also be able to download the entire non-CBI dataset (e.g. for use by researchers in modeling).  EPA is currently examining other data visualization tools to inform how the GHG data publication tool might be structured, including the Vulcan Project, the EU-ETS facility mapping, and ITspending.gov.  
EPA is also currently discussing needs with various user groups, such as academics and non-profits, in order to define the tool requirements.  EPA would like to speak with interested state environmental officials about how states plan to use the published GHG data, the types of questions states receive from the public about GHG data, how state web-based products might build upon or differ from what EPA is planning, the interactions between EPA and state GHG data sets, and any successful emissions publications tools already in use by the states.  EPA proposes to hold calls with interested states on Dec 17, 20 and 21.  
Action Items

· Rob Willis will provide Brian Cook with the contact information of those who volunteered to participate in providing feedback to EPA on the plan for outreach and public data access: CA, CO, MA, NC, NJ, WA, WI, and TCR.  Brian Cook will follow-up with an email to volunteers containing the call schedule and more detailed agenda.

Updates on GHG Reporting Rule and eGGRT 
Kong Chiu (EPA OAP) provided an update on recent activity related to the GHG reporting rule.  Recent actions which will pertain to the 2010 reporting year include:
· On November 24, EPA finalized technical clarifications and a final amendments package that had been proposed in June.  

· On September 16, EPA finalized a rule to include corporate parent data, NAICS codes, and co-generation information.

· The comment period on the CBI rule that was proposed in July closed in September; finalization of this rule is forthcoming.

Recent actions that will affect 2011 reporting include:

· On November 8, EPA finalized requirements for reporting fluorinated GHGs (subparts I, L, DD, QQ, SS) and reporting for the petroleum and natural gas industry (subpart W).

· On November 22, EPA issued a final rule for reporting geologic sequestration and underground injection for Carbon (subparts RR and UU).
EPA has also been holding frequent webinar trainings on eGGRT registration.  The eGGRT registration module is expected to be opened for registration the week of December 6 in anticipation of the January 30 registration deadline.  EPA will also conduct webinars on how to use eGGRT for emissions reporting once the various emission modules have been finalized. 

Kong also provided an update on continued discussions between EPA and California and other Western Climate Initiative (WCI) states about using eGGRT to collect state GHG information for the 2011 reporting year.  Due to concerns related to protecting CBI data, EPA has discussed the possibility of providing a clone of eGGRT for collection at the state level, and hosted on an independent server.  As data is reported, federal data elements would be submitted directly to EPA, and state data elements would be submitted directly to the state.  CA is working to compile the additional fields that CA and WCI states will require, with the goal of getting this requirements information to EPA by the end of the week.

Rescheduling the Next IPT Call
Because work is essentially wrapped up on Data Exchange I, and Data Exchange II will be informed by conversations underway in December, members agreed to cancel the next scheduled GHG IPT meeting that had been planned for December 14.  The GHG IPT will instead reconvene in early January 2011. 

Action Items

· Rob Willis will work with the Co-chairs to schedule the next GHG IPT call in January, and will send out this call information to the GHG IPT once available.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
