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Welcome and Agenda Review
Andy Putnam (State Co-Chair), Kong Chiu (EPA Co-Chair) and Rob Willis (Facilitator) welcomed IPT members and reviewed the agenda.  The purpose of the call was to review and discuss the CERS and MRR Reporting Schema crosswalk, the updated MRR Reporting schema, and the proposed solution for exchanging the full GHG data set.
CERS Schema and MRR Schema Crosswalk Analysis
Kong Chiu (EPA OAP) introduced an examination conducted by SRA of the Consolidated Emissions Reporting Schema (CERS) in the context of the GHG data exchange.  EPA asked SRA, who supports EPA’s Emissions Inventory Program, to conduct a crosswalk analysis between the MRR Schema and CERS in order to establish “fit” between the two schemas and identify what changes may be required to publish GHG data in a CERS-compatible format.
David Ward (SRA) provided an overview of the method, assumptions and findings of the crosswalk analysis (details are contained in GHG XML Schema to CERS Crosswalk Analysis Summary Report.doc).  SRA concluded that approximately 14 percent of the individual GHG data elements can be mapped to elements in CERS, either directly or with a conversion.  These include facility and unit characteristics, and the majority of GHG emissions elements.   86 percent of the GHG data elements do not map to CERS as the schemas are currently structured.  Redundant data elements found in the denormalized GHG schema were not excluded from this analysis.
GHG IPT members indicated that more information is necessary to make a determination about whether they are interested in receiving the GHG data in a CERS-compatible format, and requested the details behind the crosswalk, particularly the emissions-specific information at the facility and unit levels.  Members can then review this information to identify what data they are interested in receiving in the CERS format.  The IPT also discussed that it may be helpful to review the structure of the GHG database to understand how the MRR schema translates the data; this may also avoid the challenges of matching the normalized and denormalized schema structures.  Once this additional information is available, the IPT can then have a more detailed discussion about implications for the structure of the outbound data and the best approach for extracting that data to meet state needs.

Action Items

· Rob Willis will work with Peter Kokopeli and Kong Chiu to: 
· Obtain the detailed MRR-CERS crosswalk information from SRA for distribution to GHG IPT members so they can identify what data in the CERS format is of interest; and
· Document on the subpart level the ability to generate an output of relevant GHG emissions data on the facility and unit levels from the GHG database for review and discussion on a future call.  

Review and Comment on Next Version of the Draft MRR XML Schema
Kong Chiu (EPA OAP) provided a brief overview of the next version of the draft MRR XML schema, which was forwarded to GHG IPT members by Rob Willis as a zip attachment on July 31 and is also posted on the EPA website for comment.   The schema is still in draft form and does not yet capture the recently-proposed technical amendments on the subpart level.  EPA is continuing to work through these details with subpart authors and anticipates that the MRR schema development will continue to be iterative, with a final version not available until the data system is complete at the end of 2010.  EPA welcomes GHG IPT member review and comment on the schema as it continues to be developed.
Action Items

· Rob Willis will forward a link to the most recent version of the MRR XML schema to GHG IPT members.  Members should provide any comments or questions to Rob, who will collate responses and forward them to EPA.
Data Exchange 1: Reporting Schema Outbound
Rob Willis (Ross & Associates) provided an overview of the proposed architecture for the reporting schema outbound data exchange (details are contained in Proposed GHG Flow Architecture for Aug 2nd IPT Call.doc).  The proposed architecture consists of two services that would support three business cases for accessing varying degrees of detailed information.   The exchange would be a “pull” in which states would initiate the data request.  The first service is a query, Get GHG Facilities that states would use to access information on who has registered and reported.  Registration information will be available by January 31, and summary reporting information will be available by March 31.  The second service is a solicit, Get GHG Facilities with Reports, that states would use to access GHG reports as attachments along with the facility information and an index file.  EPA is attempting to have all the QA/QC of the reported data completed in the June/July timeframe.  The proposed approach to keep the content of the GHG data reports separate from the summary data information would allow for a lightweight schema and accommodate future changes in reporting formats.  This model has been successful in other data flows, such as the EIS submission.
Members noted that it might be useful to receive contact information on the person who submitted the report, in addition to the facility information, in advance of receiving the complete QA/QC reports.  Members also discussed whether EPA can provide a vehicle to support ad hoc requests for GHG reports.  Automated exchanges of the complete dataset will need to be programmed through the agency nodes, but OEI has a web-based tool that may allow states to examine individual reports or download files locally.  

The next steps in the process will be to capture additional detail in a flow configuration document (FCD), as discussed on the July 13th GHG IPT call.  Rob Willis asked IPT members to review and discuss the proposed architecture with their colleagues over the next week to ensure it satisfies their business needs; these comments will be taken into account as the FCD is drafted.  This more detailed document will be presented for IPT review and discussion on a future call.

Action Items

· GHG IPT members should review the proposed architecture for the reporting schema outbound data exchange, and provide comments to Rob Willis over the course of the next week.  These comments will be used to begin drafting the FCD for review on a future IPT call.

· OEI will work with Kurt Rakouskas (EN Coordinator) and Bill Rensmith (Windsor) to confirm the availability of a web tool to support GHG service calls by states.
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