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Welcome and Agenda Review
Kong Chiu (EPA Co-Chair) and Rob Willis (Facilitator) welcomed IPT members and reviewed the agenda.  The primary focus of the call was the electronic greenhouse gas reporting system (e-GGRT).  The majority of the call consisted of an overview of the system conducted via webinar.

GHG Reporting Program Updates
GHG IPT members had previously expressed interest in reviewing the list of facilities within their state that have registered to report in e-GGRT.  Kong Chiu (US EPA) reported that the EPA Office of General Counsel is still determining how this information can be provided to states in a way that is sensitive to concerns that were raised as part of the confidential business information (CBI) rulemaking.  The registration information that is specific to supplier categories was affected by the CBI rulemaking.  Kong Chiu will provide further updates to the IPT when he has more information.
IPT members had also expressed interest in reviewing the draft supplemental calculation worksheets that EPA has developed to assist reporters in calculating their emissions.  Because of the CBI deferral, EPA will just collect the results of calculation equations, not equation inputs for downstream reporting.  To help reporters and facilities meet their reporting needs, EPA has developed worksheets that reporters can use to perform the calculations and generate outputs to enter into e-GGRT.   Kong Chiu reported that these draft spreadsheets will be available to share with GHG IPT members within the week. 
Action Items

· Rob Willis will continue to work with Kong Chiu to track and communicate resolution of whether EPA can provide a list of which facilities in each IPT state have registered in e-GGRT.
· Kong Chiu will forward the draft supplemental calculation spreadsheets to Rob Willis to distribute to the IPT in the next week.
e-GGRT Overview and “Sneak Peak”
Kong Chiu provided an update on upcoming e-GGRT trainings and testing.  EPA will begin conducting training webinars by subpart in May.  These trainings will continue through the reporting period until the reporting deadline.  EPA is also developing a sandbox testing environment that will allow stakeholders to conduct beta testing of e-GGRT.  The sandbox will include a link for users to provide feedback directly to EPA.  This testing is being supported by Amazon Cloud Services.  IPT members will need to obtain a CDX username and password to access the sandbox environment.  Interested members should contact Rob Willis or Kong Chiu for access information.

Kong Chiu provided an overview and demonstration of e-GGRT via webinar, including log-in, facility registration, data management, and data reporting (the data reporting portion of the system is still under development, and will be turned on later this year after the system has been loaded and placed into production).   e-GGRT has a stand-alone interface, but runs CDX services on the backend to satisfy CROMMER and user authentication requirements.  
 e-GGRT is set-up to generate validations messages to help users enter their reports accurately.  If users find a material error once they have submitted their report, they are required to correct it; users would resubmit the entire data set each time.  EPA also has a verification program that it will use to conduct statistical assessments of the dataset and identify potential errors.   EPA will use this information to follow-up with facilities.  Even though EPA is not collecting all the input data, there is a set of detailed record-keeping requirements associated with the rule; if necessary, EPA can audit a facility.  A facility can designate anyone to be their designated representative for reporting who can then submit reports on its behalf; that agent will also be responsible for any errors.  It is expected that there will be several third-party agents who will provide this service for facilities.

Any facility user representative can select or deselect a subpart on the subpart selection screen; if a subpart is deselected, the user will receive a warning message that all data that had been entered will be lost.  This provides a useful mechanism to clear out test data, but there is no control over which representative from the facility can do this.  IPT members suggested that it might be useful to show the total amount of data entered in each subpart so users are aware of how much data will be deleted if they de-select the subpart.

Users also can take advantage of a simplified reporting option.  IPT members asked which types of facilities might use this approach; Kong Chiu will follow-up with this information.   

Given all the last minute changes to the system, EPA will require reporters to submit their reports entirely in e-GGRT or entirely in XML in the first reporting year.   In future years, EPA anticipates that reporters will have the option to submit some data in XML, and other data in e-GGRT.  EPA is still working on the functionality of the XML reporting.  The final schema was published one month ago, and EPA is planning to conduct listening sessions soon with vendors.  IPT members asked whether EPA has estimates for many users will use e-GGRT versus providing XML submissions; Kong Chiu noted that EPA expects this will vary by subpart.  
California briefly updated the other members that it is continuing to work with EPA to obtain a clone of e-GGRT to meet both CA and EPA needs in order to help reduce duplicate reporting requirements for reporters.
Several IPT members have received grants from EPA to support reporters and conduct trainings.  These members noted that the demonstration was a helpful introduction to e-GGRT, and look forward to gaining greater familiarity with the system in the sandbox testing environment.  In response to a member question, Kong Chiu will check whether e-GGRT can accept voluntary reports from facilities that are not regulated under the GHG reporting rule.


Action Items

· States interested in the e-GGRT beta-testing should contact Rob Willis or Kong Chiu for access information.
· Kong Chiu will provide information on the types of facilities that are likely to use the simplified reporting option in e-GGRT.

· Kong Chiu will check whether e-GGRT can accept voluntary reports from facilities that are not regulated under the GHG reporting rule.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5]
