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Welcome and Agenda Review
Kong Chiu (EPA Co-Chair), Andy Putnam (State Co-chair), and Rob Willis (Facilitator) welcomed IPT members and reviewed the agenda.  The purpose of the call was to brief members on recent updates to the GHG reporting program, specifically reporting rule amendments and CBI rulemaking, progress made in scoping public access to the GHG data, and the status the electronic greenhouse gas reporting tool (eGGRT) development and launch.

GHG Reporting Program Updates
Kong Chiu (EPA) updated IPT members on the status of GHG reporting rule amendments and the confidential business information (CBI) rulemaking.  EPA released two packages at the end of 2010 that finalized the 2010 GHG reporting rule, including technical corrections, revisions and reconsiderations.  

Of greatest potential impact for states is the action EPA took on December 17th to defer reporting of emissions equation inputs for downstream emitters.  The December 17th deferral is in response to comments received as part of the CBI rule-making that some of the data used to calculate GHG emissions are sensitive; in response, EPA will now only collect the resulting GHG value rather than the equation inputs.  This action will significantly reduce the size of the data set being collected by EPA.  EPA is currently incorporating these final rule amendments into the data system as well as developing the separate calculation spreadsheets for use by reporters.  Reporters will use these separate spreadsheets to calculate their emissions, and then enter the final value into eGGRT.   EPA is also currently developing the verification and validation tool that will run statistical analyses and range checks of the data.  Inputs to equations are part of the record-keeping requirements for reporters and subject to audit; reporters will still be required to retain this data, but EPA will not collect it.  

EPA is also currently working with California to develop a clone of eGGRT to meet their state reporting requirements.  This version of eGGRT will provide full functionality for facilities to report their calculation inputs.  Since California facilities are required to use the same methodologies that EPA requires, using a clone of eGGRT will enable California facilities to fill out only one emissions data report.  The expectation is the system will be hosted outside of California and EPA; when the reporter submits an emissions data report, the set of data requirements specific to the federal reporting program will be sent to EPA, and the set of data requirements specific to California’s reporting needs will be sent to California.  These discussions are in the early stages; California is currently working on identifying their additional state data needs.  If other states have similar reporting needs, they could also potentially make use of this reporting tool clone approach as well.

Action Items

· Rob Willis will distribute the final version of the reporting schema (version 1.0) to GHG IPT members.  This final version includes the technical corrections and revisions package from late 2010.

Public Services Scoping and Development
EPA’s goal is to have GHG data publically available by June 2011, and is working in parallel with the eGGRT team to develop a publication tool.  The goal is to develop a stand-alone website that makes GHG data available to the public in an interactive, user-friendly way and also available as downloadable files.  As part of this scoping, EPA has been conducting audience analysis to determine needs and potential data use.  EPA met with several state representatives who volunteered on the last GHG IPT call to provide feedback.  EPA is also meeting with industry representatives, academics, and others to scope their needs.  Based on audience feedback, EPA will design a data mart to extract data from the eGGRT database into a publication tool.  The goal is to provide as much access to the data as possible; EPA is examining options to also publish the GHG data into enviroFacts and into NEI.  

Once EPA has developed the data warehouse structure, the IPT can consider whether additional or different data-set services are needed, beyond the publication services and the two node-publication services the IPT has already defined as part of GHG Data Exchange I.  In particular, the IPT can examine what co-regulator needs remain to be addressed.

eGGRT Status Updates
The electronic greenhouse gas reporting tool (eGGRT) has been divided into two sections: registration and emissions reporting.  Registration was launched on December 13, 2010, and the deadline to register is January 30, 2011.  EPA has conducted significant outreach to identify and assist new registrants; several states have also made an effort to pass along information to potential reporters.  Members asked EPA to report on which, how many and when reporters register relative to the registration deadline on the next call.  The emissions reporting system is being finalized to incorporate the final 2010 rule amendments, and EPA will hold trainings on each section of eGGRT.

Action Items

· Kong Chiu will update a status update on final eGGRT registration on the next GHG IPT call.
· Rob Willis will distribute the URL for the trainings that EPA will be holding for each of the eGGRT emissions reporting modules.

GHG IPT Schedule for 2011
IPT members agreed to continue the three-week GHG IPT calls frequency.  

Action Items

· The next GHG IPT call will be on February 8th, 2011.
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