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Need for the Exchange Network 
California regulates around 140,000 hazardous waste and hazardous materials facilities under a set of state and federal rules collectively known as the “Unified Program.”  Eighty-four local agencies called Certified Unified Program Agencies (CUPAs) are responsible for regulating these facilities.  CUPAs collectively inspect 40,000 to 45,000 facilities yearly.

Each year, CUPAs must submit inspection and enforcement information to the State environmental agency, Cal/EPA.  Cal/EPA must then submit information on a subset of these, the federally regulated facilities, to U.S. EPA. Until recently, there had been no easy way for CUPAs to share their data with Cal/EPA or for Cal/EPA to share this data with U.S. EPA. 
The paper-based information CUPAs use to report about regulated facilities is not accessible to neighboring CUPAs, the State, U.S. EPA, or other stakeholders, including first responders and the public.  This lack of facility-specific information hampered the ability of Cal/EPA and U.S. EPA to fulfill their oversight and regulatory responsibilities.
The Exchange Network Solution 
Cal/EPA deployed an Exchange Network node and built a hazardous waste inspection and enforcement information system called the Unified Program Data System (UPDS). The system now collects and integrates inspection and enforcement data from CUPAs using common data elements and a common web-based system.  Using the Exchange Network node, it will soon automatically update U.S. EPA's RCRAInfo database through EPA’s Central Data Exchange.  Eventually, it will provide EPA, Cal/EPA, all eighty-four CUPAs, emergency responders, the public and other stakeholders with information on 60,000 regulated hazardous waste facilities in California.
Cal/EPA began by collecting, integrating, and exchanging information on about 2,000 federally regulated large quantity generators (LQG) of hazardous waste.  The agency developed an LGQ database and an application for CUPAs to share data through web-based entry or electronic submissions.  CUPAs are now changing from paper forms to electronic files.  This transition will allow CUPAs to share complete inspection and enforcement data in near real time, rather than once yearly summaries or quarterly LQG reports.

Cal/EPA plans to finish their system in early 2009. The Agency will then use their Exchange Network node to:
· Receive data automatically from the data systems of local CUPAs;
· Submit data on all 60,000 regulated hazardous waste facilities to EPA’s RCRA Info data system via the Central Data Exchange; and

· Publish data on regulated facilities for use by local governments and other partners, subject to access controls.

The Benefits
Cal/EPA’s system helps local governments easily submit their information to Cal/EPA and can even serve as their own system for managing inspection and enforcement data. The system allows Cal/EPA to fulfill its oversight responsibilities and comply with reporting requirements to U.S. EPA. It also gives both Cal/EPA and the U.S. EPA much more information about hazards in the State. The planned integration of Unidocs into UPDS will offer regulated facilities an easy way to submit required reports electronically. A company with many facilities throughout the State no longer needs to submit information for each facility using widely different methods to different CUPAs.

For the public, emergency responders, homeland security personnel, and others, UPDS can provide detailed, local information on hazards in communities. This gives stakeholders the information about hazards previously only available to eighty-four separate local agencies. 
Need


Eighty-four local agencies regulate hazardous waste and hazardous materials for  140,000 facilities throughout California 


There is no systematic way for local agencies to submit inspection and enforcement information to Cal/EPA, which then must report to EPA


Information needed to manage hazards is not accessible to neighboring jurisdictions, CAL/EPA, U.S. EPA, stakeholders, or the public





Solution


Cal/EPA deployed an Exchange Network node and built a hazardous waste inspection and enforcement information system, which


Collects and integrates inspection and enforcement data from local governments;  


Will soon automatically update U.S. EPA's RCRAInfo database; and


Will ultimately provide agencies and stakeholders with information on 60,000 regulated hazardous waste facilities





Benefits


Single point of access to information on hazards in all communities


Efficient submission of information from local governments and facilities to share data and fulfill reporting responsibilities


Opportunities to improve local agency management of inspection and enforcement data








California


Integrating 84 Local Agencies and 140,000 Facilities�
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Learn More 


To learn more about California’s approach to managing and exchanging hazardous waste and hazardous materials information using the Exchange Network, please contact: 





Jim Bohon�


Cal/EPA Unified Program


Manager


(916) 327-5097


jbohon@calepa.ca.gov
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